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surviving
When Dean raced out the door to catch the school bus, he didn’t
realize it would be the last time he’d ever see his mom.
After a freak hailstorm sends the bus crashing into a superstore,
Dean and a group of students of all ages are left to fend for
themselves. They soon realize the hailstorm and the crash are the
least of their worries. After seeing a series of environmental and
chemical disasters ravage the outside world, they realize they’re
trapped inside the store.
Unable to communicate with the ones they love, the group
attempts to cobble together a new existence. As they struggle to
survive, Dean and the others must decide which risk is greater:
leaving… or staying.

MONUMENT 14 STREET CRED:
YALSA Quick Pick for Reluctant Readers
New York Times Book Review Editor’s Choice
Made Tayshas Reading list as well as many state reading lists
Commended for Britain's Sheffield Book Prize
Commonsense media : " Gripping, sad, and occasionally funny,
this saga is a cut well above the rest."
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GOOD
QUESTIONS

el & Friends
Provided by Feiw

1. Most of the action in the novel is caused by a series
of escalating disasters. How likely is it that such a
chain of disasters would occur? And if it did, what
would your reaction be? How would you survive?
2. Dean and the rest of the kids are trapped in a
Greenway superstore, which eventually becomes
a refuge from the outside world. Do you think a
superstore is a good place to ride out a disaster? If
not, where would you choose and why?
3. There are fourteen young people in the novel,
and each one has a distinct personality and a very
different reaction to the disasters. Which character
are you most like? How would you react if you were
in their situation?
4. Dean is trapped with both Astrid, his longtime crush,
and Brayden, a bully who has picked on him for years.
How does he handle these two relationships when the
situation forces him to interact with each of them?
5. Jake thinks that since they are trapped, the kids
should try to hang out and enjoy themselves as much as
possible, while Nico feels it is important to keep busy and
have a routine. Over the course of the story, Dean
embraces both of these philosophies. Which would you
choose?
M14 EDUCATOR GUIDE
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CURRICULUM
OVERVIEW

BY SALLY KRUEGER, MORENCI HIGH

!V. Free Write Reactions (Continued)
h. Character response to “the dump,” “the
train,” and other sections of the store
i. Ongoing predictions
j. Brainstorm rules for the kids in the store

After using the book for the past four years in

and for any invited guests

my classroom, I am still thrilled when I hear

V. Writing assignments

comments like, "I didn't know there were cool

a. Poem or other tribute for the ceremony

books like this one," and "Reading M 14 made

b. Campaign speech – persuasive writing

me actually enjoy reading." My students are

c. The Independent article – “Hoodies, Louts,

hooked by the end of the first chapter and beg

Scum: How Media Demonizes Teenagers” –

for more when we have to stop reading. I'm

persuasive writing and practice MLA citing

proud to give you an overview of the way I use

d. Discuss the history of Banned Book Week

the book in my class.

– write a persuasive piece in support of or
against Monument 14

I. Introducing the book

VI. Research ideas

II. Vocabulary – see pages 5-7 of this packet

a. Cory Booker – discussion of the possibility

III. Map of the store

of him becoming president in 2024

IV. Free write reactions

b. Pros and cons of superstores and the

a. Chapter summaries

effect of area economies

b. Journal each Day’s activities from the POV of

c. Chemical weapons and their development

a character other than the narrator, Dean

and use

c. Blood type reactions

VII. MONUMENT 14 Cookbook

d. Relationships and character stereotypes

a. Students bring in favorite recipes they

e. Reaction to use of profanity

would try to cook if they were trapped in the

f. Read and respond to “Dress Your Marines in

store.

White” side story

b. Create a cookbook to share

g. Respond to “The fact is that we all read a

VIII. Final writing assignment - Book

different book though the text is the same”

Review
IX. Author Skype Session

M14 EDUCATOR GUIDE

| 04

VOCABULARY

Compiled by
Sally Krueger

LIST

Day 1

1. Rummage – (verb) to search thoroughly or actively through, especially by moving around, turning
over, or looking through contents.
2. Grizzled – (adj) having gray or partly gray hair.
3. Hunkered – (verb) to hunch.
4. Pleather – (noun) a type of synthetic leather made of polyurethane film. (invented product
word)
5. Median – (noun) portion of a roadway, pertaining to the middle; median strip.
6. Instinctively – (adj) pertaining to, or of the nature of instinct; natural survival.
7. NORAD – (noun) a joint U.S./Canadian air force command responsible for detecting aircraft
and space vehicles and warfare techniques deemed to threaten continental airspace.

Nor(th

American) A (ir) D (efence Command)
8. Mayhem – (noun) random or deliberate violence or damage.
9. Behemoth – (noun) any creature or thing of monstrous size or power.
10. Infallible – (adj) absolutely trustworthy or sure.
11. Impervious – (adj) not permitting passage; impenetrable.
12. Genial – (adj) warmly and pleasantly cheerful; cordial.
13. Fickle – (adj) likely to change; not constant or loyal in affections.
14. Looting – (verb) to carry off or take; plunder or pillage.
15. Longhand – (noun) writing of the ordinary kind, in which words are written out in full. 16.
Besieged – (verb) to crowd around; crowd in upon; surround.
17. Futile – (adj) incapable of producing any result; ineffective; useless; not successful.
18. Preposterous – (adj) completely contrary to nature, reason, or common sense; utterly foolish.
19. Suave – (adj) smoothly agreeable or polite.
20. Manifest – (verb) to make clear or evident to the eye or the understanding; show plainly,
sometimes as a list.
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VOCABULARY LIST CONT.
Day 2
1. Profuse – (adj) made or done freely and abundantly.
2. Forlorn – (adj) desolate or dreary; unhappy or miserable, as in feeling, condition, or
appearance.
3. Magnitude – (noun) size; extent; dimensions.
4. Unprecedented – (adj) without previous instance; never before known or experienced;
unparalleled.
5. Physique – (noun) physical or bodily structure, appearance, or development.
6. Cavernous – (adj) being, resembling, or suggestive of a cavern; hollow and deep-sounding.
7. Debris – (noun) the remains of anything broken down or destroyed; ruins; rubble.
8. Decipher – (verb) to discover the meaning of anything obscure or difficult to trace or
understand.
9. Tethered – (adj) to fasten or confine with or as if with a tie or tether.
10. Psychotic – (adj) mentally unstable; intensely upset; anxious; crazy.
11. Flourish – (verb) to make dramatic, sweeping gestures.
12. Familial – (adj) of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a family.
13. Aggravating – (verb) to make worse or more severe; intensify.
14. Paranoid – (adj) exhibiting undue suspicion, fear of persecution, etc.
15. Paradox – (noun) a statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in
reality expresses a possible truth.

Day 3
1. Aforementioned – (adj) cited earlier or previously.
2. Marauding – (verb) to roam or go around in quest of plunder; make a raid for booty.
3. Menacing – (noun) something that threatens to cause evil, harm, injury; a threat.
4. Berserk – (adj) violently or destructively frenzied; wild; crazed; deranged.
5. Astounding – (adj) capable of overwhelming with amazement; stunningly surprising.
6. Oblivious – (adj) unmindful; unconscious; unaware.

Day 4
1. Mariachi – (noun) a small, strolling ensemble of street musicians in Mexico.
2. Grimace – (noun) a facial expression, often ugly or contorted, that indicates disapproval, pain,
etc.
3. Derisive – (adj) contemptuous; mocking.
4. Fidget – (verb) to move about restlessly, nervously, or impatiently.
5. Mesmerized – (verb) to hypnotize; fascinate.
6. Sanctimoniousness – (noun) making a hypocritical show of religious devotion, piety,
righteousness.
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VOCABULARY LIST CONT.
Day 5 & 6
1. Skulking – (verb) to lie or keep in hiding, as for some evil reason.
2. Repetitious – (adj) characterized

by unnecessary repeating.

3. Diminished – (adj) reduced or lessened; made smaller.
4. Makeshift – (adj) serving as a temporary or expedient means, especially during an emergency.
5. Dulce de leche – (noun) a Latin-American concoction of caramel and sweet cream, as a
spread or flavoring for something like ice cream.
6. Paltry – (adj) ridiculously or insultingly small.
7. Currants – (noun) a small seedless raisin (produced chiefly in California and used in cookery
and confectionery.)

Day 7
1. Consolidate – (verb) to bring together into a single or unified whole; unite; combine.
2. Vice versa – (adj) in reverse order from the way something has been stated; the other way
around.
3. Retract – (verb) to draw back or in.
4. Liberal – (adj) abundant; lavish.
5. Vulgar – (adj) indecent; obscene; lewd.

Day 8 & 9
1. Ablutions – (noun) a cleansing with water or other liquid (especially in a religious ritual).
2. Increments – (noun) something added or gained; addition; increase.
3. Doused – (verb) to plunge into water or the like; drench.
4. Qualms – (noun) an uneasy feeling or pang of conscience as to conduct; apprehensive
uneasiness.
5. Outrageous – (adj) grossly offensive to the sense of right or decency.
6. Berth – (noun) a shelflike sleeping space, as on a ship, airplane, or railroad car.
7. Iridescent – (adj) displaying a play of lustrous colors like those of the rainbow.
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VOCABULARY LIST CONT.
Day 10
1. Accoutrements – (noun) personal clothing, accessories, etc.
2. Abide – (verb) to continue in a particular condition, attitude, relationship.
3. Duly – (adv) in a due manner; properly; fittingly.
4. Provisions – (noun) the providing or supplying of something, especially of food or other necessities.
5. Impromptu – (adj) made or done without previous

preparation.

6. Camaraderie – (noun) good-fellowship.
7. Chancellor – (noun) the chief administrative officer in certain American schools or universities.
8. Chaotic – (adj) completely confused or disordered.
9. Impartial – (adj) not biased; fair; just.
10. Derisively – (adj) mocking; scornful.

Day 11
1. Hordes – (noun) large groups, multitudes, numbers; a mass or crowd.
2. Methodically – (adj) performed, disposed, or acting in a systematic way; orderly.
3. Faux – (adj) artificial or imitation; fake.
4. Inflatable – (adj) an object or device that is filled with air.
5. Stabilized – (verb) to make or hold firm or steadfast.
6. Torso – (noun) the trunk of the human body.
7. Reconnaissance – (noun) a search made for useful military information in the field; examining.
8. Indecent – (adj) offending against generally accepted standards of propriety or good taste;
improper.

Day 12
1. Ensemble – (noun) the entire costume of an individual, especially when all the parts are in
harmony.
2. Girdled – (verb) to encircle with a belt; grid. (in this case – duct tape)
3. Futzed – (verb) to pass time in idleness (usually followed by around)
4. Balaclavas – (noun) a close-fitting, knitted cap that covers the head, neck, and tops of the
shoulders, worn especially by mountain climbers, soldiers, skiers, etc.
5. Postapocalyptic – (adj) denoting or relating to the time following a nuclear war or other
catastrophic event.
6. Amplified – (adj) to make larger, greater, or stronger.
7. Intimate – (adj) very private; closely personal.
8. Dissipated – (verb) to become scattered or dispersed; be dispelled; disintegrate.
9. Sedate – (verb) to calm; to administer a sedative to.
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY ONE
_____1. rummage

_____11. impervious

_____2. grizzled

_____12. genial

_____3. hunkered

_____13. fickle

_____4. pleather

_____14. looting

_____5. median

_____15. longhand

_____6. instinctively

_____16. besieged

_____7. NORAD

_____17. futile

_____8. mayhem

_____18. preposterous

_____9. behemoth

_____19. suave

_____10. infallible

_____20. manifest

A. To carry off or take; plunder or pillage.
B. Random or deliberate violence or damage.
C. Absolutely trustworthy or sure.
D. Having gray or partly gray hair.
E. To hunch.
F. A joint U.S./Canadian air force command responsible for detecting aircraft and space vehicles and
warfare techniques deemed to threaten continental airspace.
G. To make clear or evident to the eye or the understanding; show plainly, sometimes as a list.
H. Likely to change; not constant or loyal in affections.
I. To search thoroughly or actively through, especially by moving around, turning over, or looking
through contents.
J. Smoothly agreeable or polite.
K. To crowd around; crowd in upon; surround.
L. Warmly and pleasantly cheerful; cordial.
M. Not permitting passage; impenetrable.
N. Completely contrary to nature, reason, or common sense; utterly foolish.
O. A type of synthetic leather made of polyurethane film.
P. Any creature or thing of monstrous size or power.
Q. Pertaining to, or of the nature of instinct; natural survival.
R. Writing of the ordinary kind, in which words are written out in full.
S. Portion of a roadway, pertaining to the middle.
T. Incapable of producing any result; ineffective; useless; not successful.
M14 EDUCATOR GUIDE
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 2
_____ 1. profuse
_____ 2. forlorn
_____ 3. magnitude
_____ 4. unprecedented
_____ 5. physique
_____ 6. cavernous
_____7. debris
_____8. decipher
_____9. tethered
_____10. psychotic
_____11. flourish
_____12. familial
_____13. aggravating
_____14. paranoid
_____15. paradox
A. Physical or bodily structure, appearance, or development.
B. To fasten or confine with or as if with a tie or tether.
C. Mentally unstable; intensely upset; anxious; crazy.
D. Of, pertaining to, or characteristic of a family.
E. A statement or proposition that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality expresses a
possible truth.
F. The remains of anything broken down or destroyed; ruins; rubble.
G. To discover the meaning of anything obscure or difficult to trace or understand.
H. Made or done freely and abundantly.
I. Without previous instance; never before known or experienced; unparalleled.
J. To make dramatic, sweeping gestures.
K. Being, resembling, or suggestive of a cavern; hollow and deep-sounding.
L. Size; extent; dimensions.
M. Exhibiting undue suspicion, fear of persecution, etc.
N. Desolate or dreary; unhappy or miserable, as in feeling, condition or appearance.
O. To make worse or more severe; intensify.
M14 EDUCATOR GUIDE
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 3

_____1. aforementioned
_____2. marauding
_____3. menacing
_____4. berserk
_____5. astounding
_____6. oblivious

A. Something that threatens to cause evil, harm, injury; a threat.
B. Unmindful; unconscious; unaware.
C. Violently or destructively frenzied; wild; crazed; deranged.
D. Capable of overwhelming with amazement; stunningly surprising.
E. Cited earlier or previously.
F. To roam or go around in quest of plunder; make a raid for booty.
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 4

_____1. mariachi
_____2. grimace
_____3. derisive
_____4. fidget
_____5. mesmerized
_____6. sanctimoniousness

A. A facial expression, often ugly or contorted.
B. Contemptuous; mocking.
C. Making a hypocritical show of religious devotion, piety, righteousness.
D. A small, strolling ensemble of street musicians in Mexico.
. To move about restlessly, nervously, or impatiently.
F. To hypnotize; fascinate.

M14 EDUCATOR GUIDE

| 12

VOCABULARY TEST DAYS 5 & 6

_____1. skulking
_____2. repetitious
_____3. diminished
_____4. makeshift
_____5. dulce de leche
_____6. paltry
_____7. currants

A. Reduced or lessened; made smaller.
B. A Latin-American concoction of caramel and sweet cream, as a spread or
flavoring for something like ice cream.
C. To lie or keep in hiding, as for some evil reason.
D. A small seedless raisin.
E. Ridiculously or insultingly small.
F. Serving as a temporary or expedient means, especially during an emergency.
G. Characterized by unnecessary repeating.
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 7

_____1. consolidate
_____2. vice versa
_____3. retract
_____4. liberal
_____5. vulgar

A. To bring together into a single or unified whole; unite; combine.
B. To draw back or in.
C. Abundant; lavish.
D. In reverse order from the way something has been stated; the other
way around.
E. Indecent; obscene; lewd.
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VOCABULARY TEST DAYS 8 & 9

_____1. ablutions
_____2. increments
_____3. doused
_____4. qualms
_____5. outrageous
_____6. berth
_____7. iridescent
A, Grossly offensive to the sense of right or decency.
B. An uneasy feeling or pang of conscience as to conduct; apprehensive
uneasiness.
C. Displaying a play of lustrous colors like those of the rainbow.
D. Something added or gained; addition; increase.
E. A cleansing with water or other liquid.
F. A shelflike sleeping space, as on a ship, airplane, or railroad car.
G. To plunge into water or the like; drench.
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 10

_____1. accoutrements
_____2. abide
_____3. duly
_____4. provisions
_____5. impromptu
_____6. camaraderie
_____7. chancellor
_____8. chaotic
_____9. impartial
_____10. derisively

A. Completely confused or disordered.
B. Good-fellowship.
C. The providing or supplying of something, especially of food or other
necessities.
D. Mocking; scornful.
E. To continue in a particular condition, attitude, relationship.
F. Made or done without previous preparation.
G. In a due manner; properly; fittingly.
H. Personal clothing, accessories, etc.
I. The chief administrative officer in certain American schools or
universities.
J. Not biased; fair; just.
M14 EDUCATOR GUIDE
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 11

_____1. hordes
_____2. methodically
_____3. faux
_____4. inflatable
_____5. stabilized
_____6. torso
_____7. reconnaissance
_____8. indecent

A. The trunk of the human body.
B. Artificial or imitation; fake.
C. An object or device that is filled with air.
D. A search made for useful military information in the field; examining.
E. Performed, disposed, or acting in a systematic way; orderly.
F. Large groups, multitudes, numbers; a mass or crowd.
G. Offending against generally accepted standards of propriety or good
taste; improper.
H. To make or hold firm or steadfast.
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VOCABULARY TEST DAY 12

_____1. ensemble
_____2. girdled
_____3. futzed
_____4. balaclavas
_____5. post-apocalyptic
_____6. amplified
_____7. intimate
_____8. dissipated
_____9. sedate

A. The entire costume of an individual, especially when all the parts are
in harmony.
B. A close-fitting, knitted cap that covers the head, neck, and tops of the
shoulders, worn especially by mountain climbers, soldiers, skiers, etc.
C. To calm; to administer a sedative to.
D. Denoting or relating to the time following a nuclear war or other
catastrophic event.
E. To encircle with a belt; grid.
F. Very private; closely personal.
G. To make larger, greater, or stronger.
H. To pass time in idleness.
I. To become scattered or dispersed; be dispelled; disintegrate.
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BOYS

READ

The best email I've ever gotten was from the mom of a reluctant reader. It said
"I caught my son up at 3 am reading your book last night... THANK YOU!"
As a debut author, new to the scene of Young Adult lit, I didn't know that few
authors write specifically for boys. The myth that "boys don't read" has really
done some damage. In the YA community, it's also said that it's hard to market
to boys, because girls spread the word about books they like on social media,
but that boys don't engage in the same way. If you're lucky, I was told, a boy
fan might tell a friend or two.
Well, it seems that good old fashioned word of mouth has been good enough
for me and Macmillan! We've now sold over 250,000 copies of books in the
MONUMENT 14 series in the US alone!
I want to thank you for reading this guide. I am honored that you might
consider bringing this series to your students. With love in my heart, I say I
hope it keeps them all up until 3!
Please let me know if you come up with
additional exercises you'd like to share
for future editions of this guide.
And last of all, when my schedule
allows, I enjoy doing author visits and
skype sessions. Please get in touch with
my assistant, Melissa Jolly, if you'd like
to set one up for your students. She's
Melissa@authorrx.com.

Best wishes, Emmy
EMMY@EMMYLAYBOURNE.COM
NYACK, NY

